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On the eve of the opening of 2013 ADA Congress, the ADI Australasian Section 

convened to induct new Fellows and celebrate the camaraderie of the members. 

At the auspicious venue of The Australian Club, a meaningful formal induction 

preceded a grand dinner.  The 78 guests included the International President-

Elect, Dr. Ramon Baez on a whirlwind visit from Texas, as well as the stalwart of 

the International Central Office, Dr. Robert Ramus and his wife Janet, also from 

the USA.  The Regent of the Australasian Section, Dr. Eddie Street, AM served as 

both host to guests at the Australian Club, as well as leader of Convocation and as 

always celebration. The musical entertainment by The Australian National 

Academy of Music, one of Australia’s premier institutions for training the young 

classical musicians provided a wonderful counterpoint to the lavish surrounds of 

the dining room and the delicious meal that was served.  The ADI aims to set a 

standard of excellence at its gathering that honours the quality of the incoming 

Fellows and Melbourne continued that proud tradition.   Eleven new Fellows 

participated in the event and the thoughtful response to the Regents address was 

made on their behalf by new Fellow, Dr. Patrick Meaney. 

 

 
New Fellows (alphabetical): Sue Anderson, Fiona Bell, Jacqueline Castro, 
Daniel Farmer, Pauline Ford, Howard Holmes, Geoff Lingard, David Manton, 
Patrick Meaney, Bruce Newman, Gerard Parkinson, Sergio Salis. 
 
Front row L to R: Robert Ramus, Executive Director; Eddie Street, Regent; 
Prof Ramon Baez, President-Elect; Simon Shanahan, Treasurer/Vice 
Regent; John Pearman, Secretary/Vice Regent 



 
 

The singular honour of the bestowing of the Kevin R. Allen award was tinged 

with sadness as it was posthumously conferred upon 

Dr. Alistair Devlin.  His dedication to dentistry in all its 

facets and in particular paediatric dentistry had marked 

him as a worthy recipient for an award that is 

designated to honour the memory of Kevin Allen.  At 

the time of his sudden death in 1997, Dr. Allen was 

Regent for the Section of ADI and also the President-

Elect of the International body.  During his practicing 

career he made notable contributions to study and 

teaching of Paedodontics in this country.  He was also 

noted for his work in international relationships 

throughout the Asian Pacific region.  When I spoke to 

Alistair a few weeks before the Convocation, he was both touched and honoured 

to be recipient of the award.  Alistair had known Kevin Allen and Alistair’s own 

career is recognized by all for his devotion and passion for paediatric dentistry 

and his dental school. 

~ Simon Shanahan 

Dr. Alistair Devlin 


